TARRANT CHAPTER

TEXAS ASSOCIATION of SPORTS OFFICIALS – SOCCER

2006/07 HOST SCHOOL AND CHAPTER AGREEMENT

Dear Athletic Directors and Soccer Coaches:




October 17, 2006


The 2007 soccer season is almost upon us. This letter will give you an update on our chapter’s plans, review administrative procedures, and detail our game and travel fee structure for the upcoming season.  Most of you have used our chapter's officials in the past, and we sincerely hope you'll give us the same opportunity again this year.  You may be considering using us to officiate your games for the first time.  In either case, we'll continue to strive toward providing the best referees possible by emphasizing the training and on-field assessments necessary to insure quality officials for your matches.

Please visit our Tarrant Chapter website at www.tasotarrantsoccer.org for information about our chapter, TASO, and available forms or links that may be of interest to you.  Please check the website regularly for revisions to information that affects your schools, or other revised Chapter contact information.  The website also hosts an officials’ evaluation form for your feedback and help in tailoring our training program.  We can only improve with constructive feedback from the coaches and schools we serve.
The Area Representative – Your Communication Link


As we've done the past several years, I've assigned chapter board members to work with specific geographic areas.  These Area Representatives will be your primary liaison with our chapter.  Your representative may have already made initial contact, and will be responsible for calling you periodically throughout the season.  Please feel free to call your representative.  He/She is the first link in getting a problem resolved!   Area Representative contact information will also be posted on our website.  We'd be glad to take any opportunity to meet with district coaches and/or booster clubs to discuss questions that anyone might have about high school playing rules.

Schedule Input Process is Changing Immediately

We are progressing toward an on-line scheduling and assignment system.  The first link in this chain is critical.  Coaches must directly input their own individual HOME schedules and are allowed to make non-weather related changes on the web site up to 72-hours prior to the match time.  Following are some start up procedures.  Additional information will be posted on our website at www.tasotarrantsoccer.org
1) Input your schedule directly into The Arbiter.Net program.  Only fax or e-mail your schedule if you are unable to access and input to the program directly.  Mrs. Bonnie Wick is our chapter referee assignor.  She may be contacted at metro 972-263-9898, or 972-262-5735, facsimile/secondary.  
2) Attached to this agreement you will find a form that is to be sent to Lee Windham at redcard@lakegranbury.com no later than October 31st in order to allow your inputs.  When the form is received and the information entered into the web site to establish your schools team(s) an E-Mail will be sent to all the contacts you list stating that the website is ready for scheduling.  
3) The school contact persons submitted on this form will be responsible for the accuracy of the schedule on The Arbiter.Net web site.  Only those games entered on the web site will be assigned referees.  ALL changes to home games will be accomplished by an authorized school contact person(s) changing the game information on the web site.  Changes may be made up to 72-hours prior to the match.
4) Please E-Mail a Verification that you have completed entry of your schedules to the TASO Soccer Tarrant Chapter scheduling web site to Lee Windham at redcard@lakegranbury.com no later than December 1st.  
5) MAILED SCHEDULES.  Only mail, fax or e-mail your schedule if you can not complete the on-line entry prior to December 1st.  Schedules should be mailed to Bonnie Wick at: 1129 Hill Street, Grand Prairie, TX  75050 You can also fax them to her at 972-262-5735, but follow up with confirmation of receipt.  Bonnie’s e-mail address is bjkwick@sbcglobal.net. 
6) Please help us make this electronic system a success.  There are benefits for all parties by going to this type of scheduling and assignment process.  Please get your contact information returned as soon as possible and enter your schedules equally as quick so that we can all learn this new system well in advance of the season and have a smooth transition to this program.
We need your assistance in the following areas in order to make our service to you more efficient and effective.
a. GAME/MATCH VENUES.  Please notify Larry Huey, TxSocRef@aol.com  if your School District or School has new schools and/or playing venues that you have not used in the past.  Please provide a map, address and directions so that this information may be incorporated into our Officials’ Manual (By Nov 18th).

b. GAME SCHEDULING (in general).  We request that games be scheduled throughout the week, including Saturdays with at least two (2) games per venue/site, and avoid scheduling three (3) games per venue/site.  Game start times should be no earlier than 6:00PM weekdays to have a FULL CREW on-time; otherwise, it may be difficult to start with a full crew due to work commitments and travel congestion throughout the Metroplex.  Avoid scheduling single games at a venue; or multiple, single games at venues where there is more than one field.   Scheduling two games back-to-back will increase the likelihood of coverage.  We do not have enough referees to ensure complete game coverage when we have single games at any venue.  Single games will be covered last if officials are available.
c. SCHEDULE CHANGES DUE TO WEATHER.  While we certainly realize that none of us can control the weather and its associated scheduling changes, the more notice Bonnie has about changes, the better we'll be able to handle them.  Cancellations due to inclement weather will require at least four (4) hours prior notification  directly to the referee assignor or the HOME SCHOOL will be responsible for game(s) and travel fees for that date and venue.  If a game is terminated during play for any reason, the HOME SCHOOL is responsible for the game(s) and travel fees for that date and venue.  Please update the website so that referees can monitor those changes.
d. OTHER SCHEDULE CHANGES.  Cancellation of a match/game must be submitted in writing to Bonnie, and updated on the website at least 72-hours before game time or the HOME SCHOOL will be responsible for the game fees and travel fees for that date and venue.  Any other change(s) in scheduled game date, time or venue/site from original submitted game schedule requires 72-hour written notice to Bonnie Wick and updating the website; otherwise said school will be responsible for game fees and travel fees to assigned Referees.  In addition, a $10.00 re-scheduling fee will be charged to the home school/ISD per change, addition, cancellation or change in venue.
e. PRE-SEASON SCRIMMAGES.  The pre-season scrimmage period begins January 2, 2006.  For the period January 2-11, Referees will be assigned under the policies established by UIL and TASO. Bonnie Wick’s task is assigning your scrimmages with TASO registered officials.  Only TASO registered officials assigned by Tarrant Chapter may officiate your scrimmages.  The officials assigned will present the necessary UIL Scrimmage Fee Agreement Form at game time to be executed in order to sanction the scrimmage match.  NOTE: Due to liability concerns, the Tarrant Chapter will not recognize “Alumni” games as pre-season scrimmages since the “Alumni” do not represent a currently organized “team” nor do the former students come under UIL jurisdiction.  If you request assistance from the Chapter assignor in securing referees for these matches she will attempt to find volunteers from among our membership, who will expect to be paid a full varsity match rates.  

f. TOURNAMENTS. Our Referees accept game assignments for tournaments on the basis that their game/match consists of 2-40 minute halves per game/match in exchange for a total game fee of $105.00 for varsity (2-35 minute halves per game/match for $90, sub-varsity), plus travel fee to be paid by the school.  There will be no referees assigned to mini-games or games in progress for a lesser game fee without prior review and agreement by the undersigned.  Please discuss your tournament format with Mrs. Wick prior to referee assignments to avoid misunderstandings.  Please provide pay sheets no matter who is responsible for payment.
g. SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS.  Please ask your school administrators to seek out and introduce themselves to the referee crew prior to the start of all your home games.  There shall be a School Administrator present, or immediately accessible at each Varsity match per UIL Rules.  Administrators for JV games are recommended and strongly encouraged.
h. OFFICIALS’ PARKING AREA.  If possible, we would really appreciate your school offering our officials a place to park their cars away from other parking areas.  We have instructed them to ask before the games, so please direct them to the proper parking area.  We thank you.

i. PLAYERS’ EQUIPMENT.  The National Federation Soccer Rules specify acceptable player’s uniform and equipment.  Ultimately the school and coach are responsible for a player’s uniform and equipment, including players’ use of properly sized and positioned shinguards, worn with the bottom edge no higher than 2-inches above the ankle, unaltered, to safely provide adequate protection to the shin.  Please note that new shin guard certification requirements are effective for the 2007- 08 NFHS season, (Jan ‘08). Molded face masks, necessary to protect an injured player, have been approved for NFHS play.  Players may play with casts, as long as they are properly protected and inspected by the referee.  Knee braces with any hard points must be covered with a manufacturer’s sleeve.  Ankle braces must be worn under the sock.  Any departure from Rule 4 equipment requirements, or non-standard uniform items, requires written UIL approval prior to the match and provided to the Referee at each game.
j. OTHER POINTS OF EMPHASIS.  We continue to have problems with unsecured goals.  Any goal that is moveable requires anchoring or counter-weighting.  No NFHS match may be conducted without properly secured goals.  The NFHS Soccer Rules include emphasis on sportsmanship, profanity, inclement weather, and game management/contest supervision to name a few.  Special attention should be given to the policies regarding concussions/suspected head injury.  Taunting is a disqualification offense for which the team plays short.

k. TRAVEL MILEAGE.  The Chapter charges a flat rate mileage fee to the schools for each Referee who officiates your games. The mileage for all schools is measured from the center of Fort Worth regardless of the actual distance traveled by the official.  Mileage fee for a specific school or ISD is established without regard to municipal boundaries/city limits.  The mileage chart and fee schedule for each school in our service area is posted on the Chapter website at www.tasotarrantsoccer.org.  This flat rate mileage fee applies and shall be paid as indicated, no exceptions.  Mileage fees have NOT increased for the 2006-07 season.
l. GAME FEES.  No change from last season.  For each Varsity game the fee is $105; for each sub-varsity match the game fee is $90. The $105.00 TOTAL VARSITY GAME FEE per game (or multiple games at the same venue with no discount for multiple games) is allocated as $45.00 Middle per game, $52.50 each Referee for DUAL System per game, $30.00 Assistant Referee/Line per Referee per game, PLUS travel fee.  The $90 TOTAL SUB-VARSITY GAME FEE per game (or multiple games at the same venue with no discount for multiple games) is allocated as $40 Middle per game, $45 each Referee for a DUAL system per game, $25 for Assistant Referee/Linesman per referee per game, PLUS travel fee.  
m. UIL SOCCER GAME REPORT/TEAM ROSTER.  The only acceptable soccer game report is the form approved by TASO & UIL.  If you wish an electronic copy of the form, please contact your District Representative, or visit our website at www.tasotarrantsoccer.org.  This is the only record maintained of the match.  Referees are instructed to leave the form in a pre-designated secure location, or with the host school administrator, after the match.  

n. TIMELY PAYMENT.  We must put greater emphasis on Official’s pay sheets, the School’s pay procedure and the responsibility of their Coaches to provide and process the pay sheets to insure timely payment.  Officials are instructed not to begin the second half without completion of required pay sheets.  Officials will receive payment by check (or cash if paid at the venue on game day) payable within 30-days of the game date at the established rates.  If payment is not received within 30-days of the match, we will commence a collection process recommended by TASO and UIL.  Any post-season match held at a neutral site will require the completion of a special information form which clearly delineates the party responsible for payment.  This form will be available for download on our web site at  www.tasotarrantsoccer.org .

We look forward to a productive and successful 2006/07-soccer season!  I hope you'll take the opportunity to meet with your Area Representative and continue to communicate with him or her throughout the season.  I also hope you will not hesitate to contact me at any time, day or night, if you have a problem your Area Representative can not handle or have a comment to offer for our Chapter.  Working together we can make this a very successful UIL soccer season for our schools, student athletes, coaches and officials.  Call me if I can assist in your planning and preparation for the season.

Please have an authorized representative from your Independent School District or School execute this agreement after they have read this document of terms and conditions, and return a signed copy of this page 4 to me at the following address no later than November 30, 2006.  Submission of game schedules either by direct web input or to our Referee Assignor constitutes acknowledgement and acceptance of this agreement and the terms and conditions stated herein.
Sincerely,

Larry Huey, President
Tarrant Chapter TASO - Soccer

Home Telephone:
817-868-7060

Home email:

TxSocRef@aol.com
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
PLEASE RETURN THE SIGNED ACKNOWLEDGEMENT BELOW TO:  TARRANT CHAPTER TASO – SOCCER, 4153 WOODLAND COURT, GRAPEVINE, TX 76051-6500 - NO LATER THAN NOVEMBER 30, 2006.  submission of game schedules to our Referee Assignor constitutes your acknowledgement and acceptance of this agreement and the terms and conditions as stated herein.  rETURN ONLY THIS PORTION OF THE page.
ACKNOWLEDGED AND ACCEPTED

Athletic Director/Coach:




  (Print Name)









(Authorized signature)

School District/School:






  Date:





Contact’s Phone No:      _______________________________________



